sistency in editing. Although adding to the sense of international authorship, I feel the frequent grammatical constructions based on languages other than English and occasionally spelling with a Scandinavian flavour (for example "f" rather than "ph" on a number of occasions) should have been corrected. On rare occasions the intended meaning was obscured by these problems.
Clearly those subscribing to the series will be well served by this volume's contribution to their continuing medical education. For those interested in an update in paediatric anaesthesia this book is certainly an easy read, more convenient than major paediatric texts yet more relevant, current and comprehensive than paediatric summaries in general texts.
I This edition is a mammoth work of 2363 pages, 206 contributors, 17 sections, 156 chapters and an appendix A-H with useful information. Given the very large number of contributors one expects and finds variability in style and presentation. Some degree of repetition is unavoidable. However, I found the editors had kept these to a minimum.
The very liberal and intelligent use of lists, tables, figures and diagrams make for easy reference and help to eliminate lengthy prose.
Over a six-week period I used the book as a principal reference source for any problems arising in intensive care. At other times I sought information on whatever critical care topic took my fancy. I was not disappointed. Where controversy exists, the authors are not afraid to succinctly discuss the problem and to nominate their preferred option.
There has been significant use of the latest in information transfer between publisher and authors as evidenced by 1995 references in this edition. This in turn adds to the current relevance of the text.
The book does have its down side. Much of section 1 deals with social, ethical, legal and organizational issues as applied to North America. However, there is still much to be learned from the section and the chapter on "How to read a medical article and understand basic statistics" should not be missed.
The size of some of the figures almost necessitates the use of a magnifying glass. I found the discussion on brain death very disappointing.
The fragmentation of critical care in the U.S.A. is evidence. A number of the chapters including their diagrams have a very surgical bent. Percutaneous tracheostomy is not described and tracheostomy is placed strictly under surgical control.
Intermittent haemodialysis is said to be the most frequently used renal replacement therapy in ICU. I note the authors of this chapter are nephrologists.
The brief description of necrotizing fasciitis on page 2192 totally fails to convey the sense of urgency in diagnosis and treatment of this condition. The role of radical surgery in its management is not mentioned.
In the overall context of this work these criticisms are of little significance. The book would certainly fill the needs of a major reference work for any library, unit or dedicated intensivist. lished in 1978) , differs in a number of ways from its predecessors. The first is that all of the twenty-two contributors are anaesthetists, save one who is a lawyer. The second is the inclusion of new evidencebased material, and the third is the co-editor Professor Warner, who has agreed to carry on the work in future editions.
The book consists of 345 pages, including a comprehensive index, and is organized into seven major sections and twenty-one chapters. The new format eliminates the duplication and repetition of material found in previous editions, without significant loss of content. Each chapter is well-referenced to date, except for the chapter on obesity, which contains no reference to publications later than 1985.
The first section entitled "General Considerations" is particularly well done, and covers general principles of safe positioning, operating tables and their attachments, and physiologic changes associated with the supine position. The next three sections discuss in detail the main considerations which apply to specific patient positions, and include sound advice covering the preoperative to postoperative period on how to minimize, recognize and treat possible positioning-related complications. Sections five and six deal with special considerations, such as positioning the extremities and the head and neck, and patient categories, such as lithotripsy cases, obesity, paediatrics, obstetrics and geriatrics. The last section covers potential complications involving the central and peripheral nervous systems, post anaesthesia assessment and care, and finally, an excellent precis of some relevant medicolegal considerations.
I found this edition more readable than the previous one, and was pleased to see that all but two of the chapters have an excellent "background" section. The style throughout is generally concise without over-simplification or didacticism, and the tone of "hands-on" experience still clearly sounds. The illustrations by Roy Schneider are superb. Overall, the book is well-informed and practical; better than that, it is a very useful background and reference book for anaesthetists and surgeons, which belongs in the libraries of both departments.
M. CURRIE Goulburn, N.S.W.
